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EDITORIAL STATEMENT

Proceedings of the Royal Society of Victoria is published twice yearly in an online, open-access format through an 
agreement between the Royal Society of Victoria and CSIRO Publishing. The Proceedings is now indexed in Elsevier’s 
Scopus and has a CiteScore, which measures average citations received per document published in the serial. Scopus 
indexes 22,000 journals. The journal is also being digitised for the Biodiversity Heritage Library.

The Society invites original research articles, reviews and short communications for the Proceedings, from authors 
across the various disciplines of biological, physical and earth sciences, including multidisciplinary research, and on 
issues concerning technology and the applied sciences. Contributions on topics that are relevant to Victoria and the 
south-eastern Australian region are particularly encouraged. All contributions are subject to peer review and there are no 
page or colour charges involved.

Authors should consult papers published in Volume 128, part 1, for a guide to the format of manuscripts. Particular 
attention should be paid to the format of the listed references and their mode of citation in the text. In general, order 
references alphabetically. Note that for entries beginning with the same surname, one- and two-author entries precede 
those with multiple (three or more) authors; these multiple-author entries should then be ordered chronologically.

The use of images, in particular coloured illustrations, is encouraged. All images (photographs, tables, illustrations, 
graphs) must be supplied electronically:
• as separate files (not embedded in the text)
• with fonts embedded in the file
• as colour, black & white or grayscale
• in TIFF, JPG or high resolution PDF format
• numbered sequentially according to their appearance in the text
• preferably designed for one or two column width
• at a resolution of at least 300 dpi (for photos) and 800 dpi (for line artwork) at final size
• with lines thicker than 0.3 point.

Manuscripts should be submitted electronically by email to editor@rsv.org.au, with the word ‘manuscript’ in the subject 
bar.

Editor-in-Chief
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EDITORIAL STATEMENT FOR SPECIAL ISSUE

The devastating summer bushfires of 2019–20 and the COVID-19 pandemic have certainly highlighted a need for a 
new way forward for our relationship with our environment. It’s clear that ‘business as usual’ is no longer an option, yet 
what are the alternatives?

‘Stewardship of Country’, a symposium in three parts presented by the Royal Societies of Australia and Inspiring 
Victoria, was a series of online events held for audiences across Australia in March 2021. Eleven presentations were 
delivered across multiple domains of land management practice and scholarly expertise, representing an historic 
collaboration between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander experts, industry practitioners and thinkers, convened under 
the auspices of the Royal Societies of Victoria, Queensland and New South Wales, with support from the CSIRO.

The series posed the question: who are we becoming, as Australians faced with an increasingly unpredictable and 
challenging future?

‘Country’ is a term with layered, nuanced meaning in Australia, drawn from the traditions of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures. Here, it is generally recognised as a sacralised term that combines land, ecosystems and human 
cultures in an holistic knowledge system of complex interrelationships. Recognising the significance of the relationship 
Indigenous Australian cultures signal with the word, we have made use of ‘Country’ with the greatest respect to these 
deep-rooted traditions, drawn from the oldest continuous cultures and knowledge systems on the planet. 

‘Stewardship’ is a more general term that finds its origins in the European feudal system; in its modern sense, it 
describes a responsibility for the health of our ‘estates’, which we keep in care for future generations. In practice, 
Stewardship may require us to reorganise around the unique characteristics of the Australian landscape. This can 
be achieved by significantly regenerating damaged ecosystems and deprioritising the extractive nature of constant 
economic growth in favour of an enduring sufficiency gathered from a productive and biologically diverse environment.

The Stewardship of Country symposium aimed to elevate a broad range of perspectives, generating a discussion 
on landscape and environmental management that bridges Indigenous, agricultural, scientific, economic and social 
perspectives with support for practical action and public good.

From the eleven presentations, six were eventually submitted for publication as a ‘Special Issue’ of Proceedings of the 
Royal Society of Victoria. An additional paper drawing together the outcomes in a general way has been included. As 
Editor, I wish to acknowledge the willingness of the contributors to prepare their papers and their prompt attention to 
the demands of the editorial process. 

Readers interested in learning more about the stewardship webinar series, including all the presentations, should visit 
https://www.scienceaustralia.org.au/stewardship-of-country.

William D. Birch
Editor-in-Chief

 


